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Tlis invention- reltes gerîerally- to- fih lutes 
and more" prticu!rly to a_ combinati0n baoE 
h-oier, and weed:guár.d: 
A great routlt" of fishing, both sport and 
commercial, is. done. vith the use of food for 
bait. For examplë, edible car figh are caught in 
th Mississippi- River- and. ifs- tributaries with 
cheese or blood meat for baig,-*d: in-many 10- 
calities it i-s' comm-on pTctice::for fishermen to 
bait thr hooks with small meat halls, pieces of 
bead;., etc. Great difficulty- is encountrël: in 
sec-ing, thi::fo-od bait-to thë-tiòok, as i. tends to 
dïsintëgrate - orbé-me unhoked: Anottierdif- 
ficulty is that fish hooks frequently become 
snagged on underwater obstructions such as logs 
and roots, and a!so become entangled in sea 
weeds. 
To overcome these various difficulties I bave 
invented a combination bait holder and weed 
guard which is in the form of an inverted bell 
shaped cup ruade of rubber or other resilient 
material. This cup, which is for use with a 
standard type multiple hook, is so designed that 
when assembled with the hook it provides a nat- 
ural cup-like container within which to place the 
bait while at the saine rime guarding the ends 
of the hooks from contact with weeds and snag- 
ging obstructions. 
My invention bas for one of its objects to pro- 
vide a bait holding and dispensing device for 
use with fish hooks. 
Another object is to provide an adequate weed 
guard for fish hooks. 
Another object is to povide a combination 
weed guard and bait holder which is easily and 
quicMy applied to or removed from a standard 
fish hook. 
Another object is to provide a combination 
weed guard and bait holder which is efficient, 
durable, and inexpensive. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap- 
parent from a consideration of the following de- 
tailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings Wherein a suggestive 
embodiment of the invention is shown, ttowever, 
it will be understood that the invention is hot 
limited fo the details disclosed but includes all 
such variations and modifications as fall within 
the spirit of the invention and the scope of the 
appended claires. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view looking down 
from above upon my cup attachment assembled 
with a standard type treble hook; 
Fig, 2 is a bottom plan view thereof; 

Fig. 3 is a top plarf vieWthereof; and" 
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view, talenon'tine 
of Fig. 3: 
Às"shown; tuF= ïnventïorï comprises  g cup  m'gde 
5 of:ru'bbêr-or:oherresflient*material; mu-ch in-thé' 
form', of n in/erçed.' bell- having  rounded  bot - 
tbm' . ando;waTdly inclined-sides |2: Therê 
isg round ho-le |:4-i'thecent'er.ofthe bottom 
three ïike holes ï-"locaed ithe Upper region'of 
10 tlïe-. ïounded? bottorri- equidistantly:f0m içs  cen- 
ter hole -¢ Cd-fro¤rfech other: A thr-oughsiit 
 8:extedS:between - each:of the h'oieS |.-ardtlIe 
bottom ho-le , |; a-s shownin Fig: 2 
In assembling the cup with a treble hook of the 
15 type illustrated in the drawings, the shank 
common to the hooks 22 is inserted through the 
bottom hole  and moved upwardly until the 
hooks 22 touch the bottom , then by pulling 
the hooks 22 through the slits |8 each one finally 
20 cornes to test against the upper edge of one of 
the holes   with the barb 24 lightly touching and 
substantially parallel to the outside surface of 
the cup side 2 (Figs. 1 and 4). Thus, when in 
assembled relation, the individual hooks 22 pro- 
25 trude outwardly from the holes  with their 
pointed ends 2 outside of the cup side |2 and 
their common shank 2 protruding upwardly 
from within the cup. 
Three openings 28 narrowing to a point at the 
30 top  are spaced slightly above and equidistant 
from the holes  . These openings which may be 
of a generally pear-shape configuration bave a 
twofold purpose. In common with the holes 
and | 6 already mentioned, the pear-shaped open- 
35 ings 28 function as food dispensers in that they 
permit the escape of bait in small quantities 
which, in turn, serves fo attract fish and lure 
them fo the bait in the cup. These pear-shaped 
openings 28 also bave a structural function in 
40 that by reducing the amount of material in the 
wall 2 they lessen its stiffness and, conversely, 
increase the compressibility of the cup sides 
in the area of the hook ends 26. The peculiar 
shape of these openings 28, viz. the narrowing 
45 .fo a point at the top $, serves to progressively 
mcrease the stiffness of the cup sides |2 toward 
its rira $2. It bas been found that if this rira is 
too resilient or easily compressed, then it fails 
fo function properly in fending off weeds and 
50 other obstructions and preventing them from 
becoming entangled with the hooks 22. On the 
other hand, if the sides |2 be too rigid the fish 
when biting the cup may hot compress it suffi- 
ciently to expose the hook ends 2 and barbs 2, 
55 and consequently do hot get caught thereon. 
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I claire: 
1. For use with a fish hook comprising a shank 
portion having three upwardly pointed hooks, v 
bait containing cup having outwardly inclined 
sides, a rounded bottom» and an open top, said 
cap being formed of a resilient material, the cup 
bottom having a central hole therethrough for 
receiving the shank of the fish hook, the cup sides 
having three holes equidistant from the bottom 
hole and from each other each adapted to receive 
one of the hooks and being provided with slits, 
one extending from said bottom hole outwardly 
fo each of said holes and arranged to a]low fric- 
tional passage therethrough of one of the hooks, 
all of the hooks being disposed closely adjacent 
the resilient cup sides wherein are formed three 
upstanding pear-shaped openings spaced equi- 
distantly from each other and from the three 
holes first named for releasing food from within 
the cup to the outside thereof at points adjacent 
the hooks. 
2. For use with a fish hook cornprising a shank 
portion having a plurality of upwardly pointed 
hooks, an open top resilient bait containing cuP 
h. aving a bottom with sides joined thereto, the 
cup bottom being formed therethrough with a 
hole adapted to slidingly receive the fish hook 
shank, the cup sides being formed with holes 
connected by slits fo the bottom hole and each 
being arranged to allow one of the hooks, when 
protruding outwardly through the bottom hole, 
to pass therefrom lengthwise through the slits 
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4 
and into the side holes so as fo protrude out- 
wardly therefrom and upwardly into positions 
closely adjacent the resilient cup sides at points 
near the open top of the cup. 
5 3. For use with a fish hook comprising a shank 
portion having a plurality of upwardly pointed 
hooks, an open top resilient bait containing cup 
having a bottom with sides joined thereto, the 
cup bottom ,being formed with a hole here- 
l0 .through adapted ,to slidingly receive the fish hook 
shank, he cup sides being formed with holes con- 
neced by slits o the bottom hole and each being 
arranged fo allow one of he hooks, when pro- 
ruding outwardly through .the bottom hole, to 
l pass thmfrom lengthwise through the slits and 
into the side holes so as o protrude outwardly 
therefrom and upwardly into positions close]y ad- 
jacent the resilient cup sides near the open top 
of .the cup, the cup sides being provided a]so with 
20 other openings each adjacent one of the cup side 
holes for releasing food from wi.thin the cup to 
the outside ,thereof at points close to the hooks. 
RAYiVtOND F. MINER. 
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